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it. A Committee of Congress, Robert R. Livingston, Robert Treat Paine, and John Langdon, visited the works, and reported this defect to Congress. The Commander-in-Chief, then directed Gen. Putnam to order Lord Sterling, with Cols. Putnam, and Knox, to make farther reconnoissances; CoL Knox not being able to attend, Capt. Sergeant was substituted in his stead. Lord Stirling, in behalf of this Committee, recommended the occupation of West Point; and in addition to the works on the north bank of Pooploop's kill, already in contemplation, that the eminence on the south side, which commanded the left bank of the creek, to Its mouth, should be fortified also.
A Committee of the Provincial Congress, was appointed to confer with Gen. Washington, on the subject of the fortifications in the Highlands; who, probably in consequence of the report of Lord Sterling, decided upon taking the direction of the river defences into his own hands. The Commissioners were accordingly discharged of further superintendence by the Congress. The suggestions of Lord Sterling were adopted to the letter. A strong work was erected on the south bank of Pooploop's creek; and the energies of the government were devoted to put it in a respectable state of defence; while Fort Montgomery, on the other side, was left in an imperfect state. These works were commanded by Fort Clinton, which was elevated twenty-three feet above them.*
As soon as they were in a condition to receive garrisons, the command of the post was assigned to Brig. Gen. James Clinton, who was stationed in the Fort bearing his name; and to Col. Lamb, was committed the defence of Fort Montgomery. A company of Lamb's artillery, with a few regulars and militia, not a tenth part enough to defend them, were placed in each fort; and thus, positions, upon which every thing depended, were so weakly garrisoned as to tempt Sir Henry Clinton, the least enterprising of the British commanders, to undertake to carry them by a coup de main.f * American Archives. Lamb papers, N. Y. His. Soc. fldem.